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The problems of global health are truly terrible. Millions suffer from diseases like HIV/AIDS
and malaria.1 Fair Trade Health labeling can address these issues. The idea is to use a new rating
system for pharmaceutical companies to incentivize positive change. 2 The best companies can be
given a license for a Fair Trade Health label on their products. Companies will have an incentive
to use the label to improve market-share. If consumption of Fair Trade Health goods reaches one
percent of the market in generic and over the-counter medications, alone, that will create about
US $360 million of incentives for pharmaceutical companies to become Fair Trade Health
certified by expanding access to effective medicines needed by the global poor.3

One might wonder whether consumers have any moral obligation to purchase Fair Trade Health
certified goods. This paper defends the following argument:
1. Pharmaceutical companies have violated, or at least failed to live up to, their
obligations.
2. It is at least permissible, if not morally required, for consumers to withdraw their
economic support from companies that have violated, or failed to live up to, their
obligations.
C. So it is at least permissible, if not morally required, for consumers to withdraw their
economic support from pharmaceutical companies.
The paper concludes by explaining how this line of argument might be adapted to make the case
for a moral obligation to purchase other kinds of Fair Trade certified goods.
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